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The invention is of an intubation system which is based on

[21] Appl. No.: 850,934 a specially designed fiberscopic instrument of a new design
to address the unique requirements for intubation. The

[22] Filed: May 5, 1997 fiberscope (referred to as an “endoscopic stylet” by the
[51] TNt CLE oo A61B 1/22  inventor) has a largely semi-rigid insertion cord which
[52] US.CL oo 600/120; 600/184; 600/143;  Permits auser to pre-form the endoscopic stylet to follow the
600/146 anticipated contours of the airway leading to the trachea and

[58] Field of Search ..........ooocoverc.. 600/114, 184, 'O insure that it reliably shepherds the associated endotra-

600/120, 143, 139, 146, 162, 182 cheal tube to the intended tracheal position. By visually

tracking the progress of the endoscopic stylet through the

[56] References Cited airway, specifically through the vocal cords and into the
trachea, placed at the proper distance above the carina, as

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS permitted by the fiberoptic portions of the endoscopic stylet,

3,610,231 10/1971 Takahashi ...coccoovvvvverennnns 600/146 X proper positioning of the endotracheal tube is virtually
4,601,283  7/1986 Chikama . assured, and post-intubation verification would be unneces-
;‘,Ség,g‘z‘z gﬁ ggi %{()WCTY If't al. [— 600/114 X sary in most instances since intubation is itself verification
,069, amauchi et al. .

5327.881  7/1994 GIEENE wovoooerrsocersrerssseeresen sooi20  Of proper endotracheal tube placement.
5,607,386  3/1997 600/114 X
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